
INDIAN HISTORY CONGRESS IN PUNE, MAHARASHTRA 

The Indian History Congress met for its first session in 1935 at Poona (Pune) 

under the auspices of Bharat Itihas Sanshodhak Mandal, on the initiative of the 

tall Maharashtra historian, Professor D.V. Potdar. From 1938, the History 

Congress has been meeting in regular annual sessions, with ever increasing 

number of delegates drawn from all parts of India. In 1963, Poona again hosted 

its annual session, while Mumbai has held its sessions thrice, viz. in 1947, 1980 

and 2012. Distinguished historians from Maharashtra have been General 

Presidents of the Indian History Congress, viz. Professor D.V. Potdar, Shri G.H. 

Khare, Prof. H.D. Sankalia, Prof. A.R. Kulkarni, Prof. M.K. Dhavalikar and Prof. 

K. Paddayya from Pune, and Prof. Moraes and Prof. J.V. Naik from Mumbai — 

and this list of the History Congress General Presidents from Maharashtra may 

well be incomplete.  

The association of the Indian History Congress with Maharashtra is further 

exemplified by the fact that the most prestigious prize that the IHC awards is 

named after V.K. Rajwade, the great Maratha archivist and historian of Shivaji 

Maharaj. What is equally important is the consistent interest shown by delegates 

from Maharashtra in the Indian History Congress. They have consistently formed 

one of the largest groups of delegates at its annual sessions. For the forthcoming 

session, more than 100 research papers have already been received from 

prospective delegates stationed in Maharashtra.  

 The association with the Indian History Congress of the historians from 

Maharashtra, especially those from Pune, is also explained by the fact that this 

body is the major academic and professional organisation of historians in the 

country. It is recognised as such by the ICHR in its Rules, and also has formal 

representation on the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology. It has regularly 

received grants from UGC, ICHR, NEUPA, and other public institutions.  



Its membership exceeds 7000 and is drawn from practically all States of the 

country. This year, over 400 delegates from Maharashtra have taken fresh 

membership or renewed their existing membership in the Indian History 

Congress, while there are several who are life members from the state. Over 1200 

delegates attend the annual sessions, and about 700 papers are presented overall, 

of which after much screening and editing nearly 100 papers are published in its 

volumes of annual Proceedings. The publication of these volumes has not so far 

ever fallen in arrears, and the academic worth of the Proceedings is not only 

recognised by the UGC, but also by its inclusion in the JSTOR archives. There is 

hardly any worthwhile research work in Indian history which does not cite one or 

more papers published in the Proceedings volumes. 

 By its constitution the Indian History Congress is only committed to the 

objective study of History, not to any particular ideology or political outlook. It 

has always defended freedom of speech, having been the only academic or 

professional organisation to pass a resolution at its 1975 session criticising arrests 

of academics and others during the Emergency. Its resolutions generally confine 

themselves to promotion of education in History, protection of monuments, 

access to archives, etc. It has no affiliation with any political party or group 

whatsoever. 

 The Indian History Congress, therefore, looks forward to public support 

from the enlightened citizenry and academic community of Pune as it holds its 

79th annual session on 28-30 December 2018 at that historic city, capital of the 

Maratha Empire in yesteryears and a great educational centre today. 
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